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Preamble

• The discrepancy indicators have been calculated to 
enhance the transparency on trade statistics and to help 
trade analysts in their studies.

• For a good interpretation of these indicators, trade analysts 
should bear in mind the many factors that could explain 
discrepancies between direct statistics and mirror statistics.



Methodology

For each reporting country and each year, the export and import data are 
compared against the same information reported by partner countries (mirror data).

The discrepancy indicators are calculated at the HS 4 and 2-digit level based on 
bilateral data aggregated from the HS 6-digit level.
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�� 	represents	the	exports	reported	by	the	country	under	review	B	to	the	partner	country	��
�� 	represents	the	imports	reported	by	the	partner	country	�� 	from	the	country	under	review	B

n represents the number of partner countries that have reported their trade data 

For each product, the global discrepancy is a weigthed average of discrepancies
by partner country.

Discrepancy indicators are calculated on export and import data.  



Consistency of Argentina’s exports by product sector



Consistency of Argentina’s exports by partner country



Consistency of exports by product sector



Next step

To know more about discrepancy indicators, please visit the 
ITC Trade Competitiveness Map web site: 
http://legacy.intracen.org/appli1/tradecom/RS_EP_CI.aspx?RP
=032&YR=2013

For any additional information please write to 
delachenal@intracen.org

Thank you


